
 
presents... 

 

Tropical Costa Rica 
  
 
 

Departure Dates:  October 22 and November 5, 2011 
January 14, 21 and February 18, 2012 

 

All space is first come first serve and subject to availability 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

9 Days ● 14 Meals: 8 Breakfasts ● 6 Dinners  
 

 

 



 
 

Highlights...San Jose ● Coffee Plantation ● Guanacaste ● Monteverde Cloud Forest ● Sky Walk 

● Arenal Volcano ● Lake Arenal Cruise ● Cano Negro Refuge ● Poas Volcano 

 

Starting At Per Person Rates: Double $1,449.00 * 
 

*per person, land only, double occupancy.  Call for airfare from your gateway. 

Travel Industry Council of Ontario #3206405; BCReg # 23337 

Door to Door Sedan Transfers are available for passengers within 100kms of Vancouver Airport. Passengers must purchase land & air from Collette Vacations to qualify for transfers.  

 
 

 Learn about Costa Rica’s unique 

vegetation on a guided nature 

walk through the cloud forest. 

 Spot indigenous wildlife on a 

Cano Negro river boat cruise. 

 Enjoy the tropical landscapes 

and breathtaking scenery 

surrounding Poas and Arenal 

volcanoes. 
 

Day 1: Arrive San Jose, Costa Rica 

Lush forests and stunning 

waterfalls…rumbling volcanoes and endless 

coastlines…Costa Rica is truly a slice of 

paradise.  Your tour begins in the colourful 

capital city of San Jose.  Upon arrival, relax 

and soak up the sights of your new 

surroundings. 
 

Day 2: San Jose - Doka Coffee Estate - 

Tamarindo Beach (Guanacaste) 

Travel through the verdant countryside of 

the Central Valley to the fertile region 

world-renowned for coffee.  A tour of the 

Doka Coffee Estate highlights the history 

and cultivation of coffee and its 

importance to the Costa Rican 

economy.  This afternoon, arrive in the 

Guanacaste region, known for its 

breathtaking beauty and fine sandy beaches.  

Here, rest and relaxation go hand-in-hand 

with mesmerizing ocean views and lush 

tropical greenery.  Settle in for a relaxing 

two night stay in beachfront 

accommodations. Today breakfast and 

dinner will be included. 
 

 

Day 3: Tamarindo Beach 

Fun in the sun is in store for you as you 

enjoy this tropical paradise.  Explore the 

nearby town and beaches, take an optional 

sunset cruise or simply relax by the pool and 

take advantage of the amenities offered at 

your beach and golf resort. Today breakfast 

will be included. 
 

Day 4: Tamarindo Beach - Monteverde 

You won’t believe your eyes as you travel 

into the Monteverde Cloud Forest, where 

trees grow to heights of 100 feet!  In this 

spectacular ecosystem, you will encounter 

many incredible species of flora and fauna.  

Upon arrival in Monteverde, a nature walk 

allows you to discover the natural beauty of 

the cloud forest first hand.  This forest is the 

home of the world’s largest population of 

the endangered quetzal, celebrated for its 

gorgeous jewel-toned plumage.  Keep your 

eyes peeled and you may be lucky enough to 

spot this elusive bird! Today breakfast and 

dinner will be included. 
 

Day 5: Monteverde 

Begin your day by learning about some of 

the region's most beautiful wildlife with a 

visit to one of the world’s largest butterfly 

gardens.  Later, enjoy a sky walk tour above 

the tree top canopy of the Monteverde Cloud 

Forest.  Enjoy viewing and learning 

about the flora and fauna of the area on a 

leisurely-paced walk along a series of 

hanging bridges with lengths of up to 984 

feet.  After your tour you have the 

opportunity to plant a tree that is indigenous 

to the area and aid in the crucial 

reforestation work that is taking place here. 

Today breakfast and dinner will be included. 
 

Day 6: Monteverde - Lake Arenal Cruise 

- Arenal 

Travel through the beautiful mountainous 

landscapes of Monteverde to Tierras 

Morenas.  Visit a local school sponsored 

by the Collette Foundation*, meet the 

children and learn about the educational 

system and lifestyle of this small farming 

community.  Continue on to Arenal, 

where breathtaking views of the volcano 

await you during a delightful cruise on Lake 

Arenal, the largest and most important lake 

in Costa Rica.  Later, check in for a two 

night stay at a typical lodge overlooking the 

majestic Arenal Volcano which has been 

generating lava for the past 30 years. Today 

breakfast and dinner will be included.  

 

Day 7: Arenal - Cano Negro - Arenal 

Of all Costa Rica’s nature preserves, the 

remote 20,000 acres of Cano Negro are 

home to the largest viewable selection of 

indigenous wildlife.  Embark on a Cano 

Negro guided river boat trip in a panga 

(covered canoe), making frequent stops to 

watch and photograph the wildlife around 

you which may include crocodiles, river 

otters, sloths, river turtles, exotic birds 

and rare butterflies, all known to live in 

the area.  The Arenal Volcano area is also 

known as the land of spas and hot springs.  

Later in the day you will have an 

opportunity to attain a state of complete 

relaxation with an optional visit to one of the 

finest spas in the region. Today breakfast 

and dinner will be included. 



Day 7: Arenal - Cano Negro - Arenal 

Of all Costa Rica’s nature preserves, the 

remote 20,000 acres of Cano Negro are 

home to the largest viewable selection of 

indigenous wildlife.  Embark on a Cano 

Negro guided river boat trip in a panga 

(covered canoe), making frequent stops to 

watch and photograph the wildlife around 

you which may include crocodiles, river 

otters, sloths, river turtles, exotic birds 

and rare butterflies, all known to live in 

the area.  The Arenal Volcano area is also 

known as the land of spas and hot springs.  

Later in the day you will have an 

opportunity to attain a state of complete 

relaxation with an optional visit to one of the 

finest spas in the region. Today breakfast 

and dinner will be included. 
 

Day 8: Arenal - Poas Volcano - San Jose 

Take a leisurely ride through the countryside 

for a visit to ancient Poas Volcano, a 

powerful symbol of the geothermal forces 

that formed Costa Rica.  Its crater is 1,050 

feet deep and a mile wide, making it the 

largest active crater in the world.  The lower 

slopes of Poas Volcano are dotted with fruit 

farms and huge ornamental flower farms of 

roses and lilies.  Continue on to San Jose 

where you will enjoy a wonderful farewell 

dinner. Today breakfast and dinner will be 

included. 
 

Day 9: San Jose - Tour Ends 

Today you depart for home with fabulous 

memories of your adventure in Costa Rica. 

Today breakfast will be included.

Experience It! ________________________ Monteverde Cloud Forest 
 

There are only four places in the world with an ecosystem so unique that it produces a cloud forest.  The Monteverde Cloud Forest in 

Costa Rica is one.  Situated high on a mountain, the cloud forest is created when the arid air from the forest below the mountain combines 

with the moist, hot air of the rainforest.  The result is a blanket of misty, wispy clouds that linger low in the forest, making it feel as if it 

were raining.  This rare environment breeds a diverse world of exotic flora and fauna.  One of the cloud forest’s most famous residents is 

the endangered resplendent quetzal.  A remarkably colourful bird, this creature sports a golden beak that protrudes from a green-hooded 

head.  The breast is a vibrant scarlet and the tail feathers are gray, black and white.  A highly-elusive bird, quetzal sightings are rare but 

absolutely unforgettable. 
 

YOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 

Day 1 Hotel Doubletree Cariari by Hilton, San 

Jose 

Day 2, 3 Tamarindo Diria Beach and Golf Resort, 

Tamarindo Beach, Guanacaste 

Day 4, 5 El Establo Hotel, Monteverde Cloud Forest 

Day 6, 7 Volcano Lodge, Arenal or Arenal Springs, 

Arenal 

Day 8 Hotel Doubletree Cariari by Hilton, San 

Jose 
On some dates alternate hotels may be used. 

Please Note: 

Air rate and schedule are applicable for groups of 10 or more traveling on the 
same flights and dates. 

  
Taxes/fees to be paid in local currency or USD upon exiting the country are 
approximately $32 USD. 

 

 

 

To complete your vacation, we include roundtrip airport-to-hotel transfers when 
purchasing Collette airfare with your tour.  If you have arranged for your own air, we 

are pleased to provide you the option of purchasing these transfers.  Please note that 

all transfers will leave at pre-scheduled times. 
 

We want you to enjoy your tour with us; therefore, it is important that you know this 

tour is an adventure! You will view spectacular scenery while experiencing the 

culture and heritage of the region. We have selected small, comfortable hotels for 

their locations and they may be considered rustic. 
 

*The "Collette Foundation" is a 5 - year, $2- million dollar investment, focused on 

improving the quality of life of children in our partner communities worldwide.  This 

employee-run, global initiative connects Collette employees, its partners, travellers 

and communities worldwide toward a common good.  The foundation will touch 

twenty countries, including the United States, Peru, Mexico, Kenya, South Africa, 
China, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Australia, Italy and Ireland. 
 

This tour includes moderate physical activity.  The itinerary blends some longer days 

with shorter days and more leisure time.  Walking tours, as well as walking slightly 
longer distances, up stairs or on uneven walking surfaces should be expected.

 

For more information contact 

Pitmar Tours 

7549-140th Street, Unit 9 

Surrey, BC V3W 5J9    

(604) 596-9670 



___________________________________IMPORTANT RESERVATION INFORMATION___________________________________ 
IDENTIFICATION 

Obtaining the proper proof of citizenship for entry to destination countries is the 

responsibility of each client. Proof of Citizenship is required for all trips outside 

Canada.  

 

NOTE: Passports must be valid for up to eight months beyond the travel date to 

their destination country(ies). Some countries require a visa in addition to a 

passport. Please check with the appropriate consulate for specific information on 

passport/visa and entry requirements.  Visit www.voyage.gc.ca for the latest 

details. 

 

IMPORTANT: We recommend that our clients travelling abroad take a photocopy 

of their passport and applicable visas. It should be packed separately from your 

actual passport and visa. We also recommend leaving a copy at home with your 

emergency contact.  

 

When travelling outside of Canada, health insurance is required.  Contact your 

booking agent for more information. 

 

Cancellation Charges for this tour: After your seat reduction date has passed, a 

non-refundable deposit will be retained.  For Cancellation between 60-16 days prior 

to departure: cancellation fee of 30% of total price. For cancellation between 15-1 

days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 50% of total price.  For cancellation on 

the day of departure and after: 100% of total price. For Ocean Cruises:  For 

cancellation between 90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 35% of total 

price. For cancellation between 60-31 days prior to departure: 60% of total price. 30 

or fewer days prior to departure: 100% of total price.  For River Cruises: including 

Europe, Russia, Egypt and China, 90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 

50% of total price. For cancellation between 60-31 days prior to departure: 

cancellation fee of 85% of total price. For cancellation 30 or fewer days prior to 

departure: cancellation fee of 100% of total price. For Galapagos and Antarctica: A 

cancellation fee of 60% will apply for cancellation between 120-90 days prior to 

departure; A cancellation charge of 100% will apply for cancellation less than 90 

days prior to departure.  Cancellation protection is highly recommended and must 

be purchased at time of deposit. Air rates are subject to change until tour is paid in 

full. If waivers have not been purchased and a reservation is cancelled for any 

reason prior to departure - Air is 100% non-refundable once paid in full. 

Cancellation charges also apply to reservations made for "pre" and "post" night 

accommodations.   Purchase of Waiver and Insurance guarantees a full refund of 

all payments (including deposit), except the Waiver and insurance fee itself, made 

to Collette Vacations for travel arrangements in case of cancellation of your travel 

plans for any reason prior to the day of departure.  The Waiver and Insurance does 

not cover any single supplement charges which arise from an individual's 

travelling companion electing to cancel for any reason prior to departure. Please 

see your sales agent for more information, or review our brochure for details. 

 

Consumer Protection Plans: Collette Tours Canada Ltd holds membership in the 

following highly reputable industry organizations:  the Association of Canadian 

Travel Agents and the United States Tour Operators Association.  Each association 

operates a consumer protection plan to cover deposits made by travellers.  Full 

details are available from the organizations or Collette Tours Canada Ltd. Collette 

is pleased to give this additional protection to our clients. Travel Industry Council 

of Ontario #3206405.  BCReg#23337 

 
 

 

    

Photos shown are reflective of the area(s) visited, but may not be included in the actual tour itinerary. 

 

 



 


